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August 2006 - (Volume 13) 


Well another volume and another series of images reflecting our continuous story of 
life as it happens. The last one showed how we enjoy life and I hepe this is a positive 
feature of the albums. Life hes become very different even in the short span of these 
albums. Looking beck I chanced on one from 1999 and there was Lynn on the horse- 
drawn trap on Exmoor the identical situation being enjoyed in the lest album..are we 
‘that predictable?? 


T think the lock of respect in society is what makes me sad because it is something that 
effects everyone. The old fashioned attitudes and behaviour reflect @ civilised life 
Style and all the little symbols that are laughed at now such es raising enes hat in 

greeting, giving a seat to an older person, calling an older man ‘sir’. These niceties ere 
‘old-fashioned’ but they are so outdated and replaced by foul language and ‘anything 
goes’ on tv . Spitting in the street. Youngsters terror rising old folk. The total 
breakdown of discipline in mest schools. Derision of the older generation. Total 
disregard of queuing for public transport. No I do not want to return to ‘the good old 
days’ because they were not so good. Only the pessing of time makes them appear ‘good’. 
No, T want a return to ‘respect’: to the ‘niceties of life’ sto ‘road rage’ being unheard of 
rather than the norm. All these ore pointers of how our society is going. Children from 
immigrant porents ore still taught family respect, taught thet education TS important 
and their parents battle with their kids to prevent them from being ‘corrupted’ by what 
is going on around them with their peers. Where is the shining example like we left in 
Trdia. Yes, we left a lot there that wes wrong but would we be able to go anywhere now 
and leave behind anything that would be commendable. No T think we would leave behind 
empty beer bottles, piles of vomit, and hooligans shocking the local ‘peasants’ with their 
‘totally undisciplined behaviour and total lack of morals...their total lack of respect. 
Serry T got carried away...things always have two sides and there are plenty of people 
around who ere not totally self-centred and not only motivated by greed at the expense 
of others. ~ they are just a less obvious part of modern society. 


Pessibly, when one reads through my personal memories and looks at my personal imeges 
perhaps I give the impression of a smug self-satisfied person. If that is the cese, I 
apologise and __...... ‘yes’ Sir, T will tey harder...” 


This new volume shows lots of London-based activity and Lynn and T now Find London is 
better than ever. It really beats any other city in so many respects and I am aware of 
its faults but we wear our rese-tinted specs and only see the wonderful side of the 
greatest city we know... 
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Welcome to Ralph’s London Tour.... 
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The Bay Friend at Regents Park Open Air Theatre in August'06 
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We always try to go to the Private view at The Royal Academy and it has never failed to 
provide at least some great paintings that we enjoy due to the vast variety on display 


The Royal Academy courtyard 
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They almost Sat ONthe: Gnvasking 
one NOT to sit on the sculpture shelf 


and they expect the youngsters to follow the rules..."do as I say, not as I do....." 


We were invited to an informal barbecue at Morris and Sue's and were kept fit darting 
in and out avoiding the rain 


August 2006 


Whe 2005) 


August 2006 
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Angela and DP never pursuing the usual have just bought a mobile library from 
Hertfordshire Council and I met Angela prior to her driving it back to Bath 
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LEGOLAND 


took Larnie, (we needed an excuse!) 


We had great fun in Legoland...oh yes we 
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=| DRIVING 
LEGOLAND jicENcE 


The above named has demonstrated the 
required skills to master the LEGOLAND 
Windsor Driving School and is authorised 
to drive this class of vehicle 

Vehicle class: 102-301-RBM-LW96 


Signature: XR. | OK EXAMINER 
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The things that grandad's do... 
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If we have a short time to ‘get a break’ we sometimes walk along the Lee Valley from 
Waltham Cross. This is a most unlikely place to escape from London. The river and canal 
run parallel and the disused gravel pits have naturalised providing a beautiful 
environment for wildlife and birds. There are the largest concentration of swans and 
cygnets we have ever seen and this time a small deer swam alongside us and across the 
river to the fields opposite. I did not even know that deer could swim. I always find the 
berries and leaves offer a great palette of photographic opportunity and this seems apt 
here in the middle of London shots... 
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At the end of August we were invited to join Ivor and Judy at their house in France to 
help them celebrate their 40 wedding anniversary (mere beginners). They arranged 
accommodation for the hordes arriving in gites, chateaux and their family stayed in 
their house. We had great fun as the following photos show. BBQ's and cabaret with 
meals out en masse 
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The stunning 
Bath-the 
tank was 
empty when 
we filled it.. 


In one of the many 
lounges 


Around the area - 


wonderful 
medieval villages 
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Drinks outside pre-bbq outside pre- Drinks outside pre-bbq 


The 'pissoir’ sketch 
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In September '06 we went with Mum for a Thames trip ona small Thames ferry boat 
and did ‘the tourist thing’. It was a really nice day weatherwise and the trip allowed us 
to see the familiar sights of London from a different perspective. It could not have 
been nicer and mum really enjoyed it 
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A visiting frigate 
alonaside HMS Belfast 
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Further down the Thames at 
Islesworth (opposite Kew Gardens) the 
Thames Path shows a very different 
side. There are beaches when the tide 
is out (it is still tidal here) and at 
Brentford there are lovely old houses 
and pubs in an almost forgotten 
backwater where there used to bea 
cross-river ferry. There are boat 
yards and it is a great walk just like 
the Kew to Richmond walk on the 
opposite bank 
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Angela and DP. Invited us to the baby 
naming ceremony at Radford mill Farm in 
September and we stayed overnight with 

Mum and Larnie at the same B&B as before. 
We went out for a meal together on the 
Friday night when we arrived... 
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Uncle and niece 
chatting over 
dinner 
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A few words of advice to my grandson |e = 
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———— — —<— —— —_ 
~"Gosh...I must Say a few WORieerweene.” ae = 


Angela, DP and friends arranged a really delightful ceremony set in 
a wonderful willow ring with friends and God parents all around the 
circle. Profound words were spoken and the Beau Phineas and Esme 
Peach were assured of love and all good things in their lives ahead. 
All of us were thrilled to be part of this happy day 


"May you Stay 
forever young) 
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Christine and Larnie at 5 : 
BVillow TreeCourt, High Littleton 
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Rosh Hashana evening at Ben and Tammy's was a fabulous evening and Tammy prepared a 
wonderful meal and the boys and Doreen were there together with Gloria and Lionel and 
Tammy coped like a professional in the kitchen...As I have said before it is a delight 
that we can share these times with our kids..it makes it all worthwhile. 
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I know it seems inevitable that ‘Cold Christmas’ shots will appear in the ‘Photo History’ 
but it has become an inevitable destination for a half-day walk and of course I have 
always got the camera with me...hell do I really need an excuse..these are my 
photos..this is my book..if you don't like it why the hell are you reading it anyway...? 


My great missus... 
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Yes I worked out how the self-timer works.... 


Even if I haven't quite 
mastered how to get 
both of us into the 
picture 
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Lynn got me a really unusual birthday present..something I have always wanted - a 
microlight flight. We had to wait for the right weather and had two postponements and 
eventually the day has arrived. Rain clouds were threatening but they kept away and 
the small two seater was pushed onto the runway. Kidlington (Oxford) Airport is 
subject to full Air Traffic Control and it seemed really strange to be in this tiny one 
propeller plane that was manually pushed across the grass onto the runway and then ina 
really ‘grown up way’ we were given permission between the other (much bigger boys) 
taking off and landing. 

We were quickly airborn and flew over Blenheim Palace and below the heavy rain clouds 
that threatened but did not rain on our parade. I took the controls and gingerly banked 
and turned marvelling in how sensitive the controls were. The 30 minutes were quickly 
over and I even got my certificate. Thank you Lynny it was a wonderful experience and 
very thoughtful... 
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www.flycb.com 
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Iam a little confused about the controls......still I guess it becomes clear with practise 
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The lakes and grounds of 
Blenheim Palace 
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We left the airport and walked along the Chiswell canal with its narrowboats and had a 
great lunch on the river bank of hot steak baguettes and then followed it by desserts in 
a riverside pub in Thrupp. We walked along the canal and Lynn put all her after-lunch 
effort into raising a bridge for a narrow boat to get under it. A cheerful wave of thanks 
made all the effort worthwhile 
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The wave of thanks 


It wena 
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